Applications are invited for 11 Marie Curie PhD positions 
The European Commission Marie Curie Programme will fund a four-year Research Training Network (RTN) focusing on “Vacuolar Transport Equipment for Growth Regulation in Plants (VaTEP)”. 

Marie Curie Research Training Networks provide training and research experience for researchers of any age or nationality by giving them the opportunity to spend a training period in another country as part of an international high-quality research project. 
The partner organisations composing the VaTEP consortium will select eleven highly-qualified PhD students to be trained in research methods and approaches that are of prime interest in plant science, with the ultimate aim of clarifying the role played in plant growth processes by transport proteins located in the vacuolar membrane. 

The students will gain experience in various types of technologies, such as molecular biology, electrophysiology, biochemistry, cell biology and highly resolved non-invasive characterisation of whole-plant growth by digital image analysis. Additional training will be offered in a number of complementary skills, including project management and financing, IP rights, ethical issues, communication, and entrepreneurship. 

The PhD students will be appointed by the VaTEP partner organisations under a three-year employment contract and will receive the standard Marie Curie fellowship for Early Stage Researchers. Each VaTEP partner organisation will ensure that the student is granted access to a suitable 3-year PhD course in subjects that are relevant to the Network. Students are expected to commence their position in early 2007. 

Description of PhD project in the Czech Republic partner laboratory 

martin.fellner@upol.cz 

http://aix-lin.upol.cz/~fellner/ 

In the PhD project the applicant will study of role of Ca2+/H+ antiporters (CAX) in growth of maize at the basis of maize leaves and involvement of auxin-binding proteins (ABPs). Auricle growth will be studied at the microscopic level in intact plants and isolated segments. CAX homologues in corn will be searched and cloned using homology information from other plant species, such as Arabidopsis, and CAX deficient mutants will be identified. Cellular localization of CAX homologues will be confirmed using transient transformation of plant protoplasts with CAX-GFP fusion constructs. Possible interaction between ABPs and CAX will be studied using maize CAX mutants, and/or abp mutants exhibiting differential leaf declination.

The Salary:  € 2342.17 per month

Since Marie Curie Research Training Networks pursue trans-European mobility, there are specific nationality requirements for applicants: check your eligibility at www.vatep.eu . 

APPLICATIONS FOR VATEP PhD POSITIONS ARE NOW OPEN AT ALL RESEARCH ORGANISATIONS THAT PARTICIPATE IN THE VATEP NETWORK
FIND OUT MORE AT www.vatep.eu
The VaTEP network is coordinated by Potsdam University. The project is coordinated by Prof. Bernd Mueller-Roeber and Dr. Katrin Czempinski. 

Dr. Katrin Czempinski Tel.: +49 331 977 2807; Katrin.Czempinski@uni-potsdam.de 
